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SUBJECT: MORE ON THE OCT. 7 DISTURBANCES 
REF: BERLIN 7777 

1 . THERE HAVE BEEN NO FURTHER REPERCUSSIONS AS A RESULT 
OF THE DISTURBANCES IN EAST BERLIN ON THE NIGHT OF OCT. 

7-8 REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. ON MONDAY, OCT 10 NEUES DEUTSCHLAND CARRIED A BRIEF 
ADN ITEM ON THE BACK PAGE ON THE INCIDENT. IT APPEARED 
IN ONE, BUT NOT BOTH, MORNING EDITIONS, SUGGESTING 

THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME PROBLEM WITH OBTAINING POLITICAL 
CLEARANCE ON HOW TO HANDLE THE STORY LOCALLY. ACCORDING 
TO THIS "OFFICIAL" VERSION, IN THE EVENING HOURS OF 
FRIDAY SOME "ROWDIES" ATTEMPTED, IN AN IRRESPONSIBLE 
MANNER, TO HINDER THE VOLKSPOLIZEI FROM RESCUING SOME 
INJURED PEOPLE. SOME YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAD CLIMBED THE 
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WALT. OF AN AIRSHAFT AT THE FOOT OF THE TELEVISION TOWER, 

HAD FALLEN AND WERE INJURED. THE "ROWDIES" ATTEMPTED TO 
INTERRUPT THE POLICE EFFORTS TO REMOVE THE INJURED 
PERSONS, THEY KICKED UP A ROW AND BECAME VIOLENT. THE 
BEHAVIOR OF THE ROWDIES PROVOKED INDIGNATION AMONG THE 
PEOPLE, WHO SUPPORTED THE VOLKSPOLIZEI IN SECURING OF 
PEACE AND ORDER. A NUMBER OF ROWDIES WHO DID NOT OBEY 
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THE REQUEST OF THE VOLKSPOLIZEI AND CONTINUED THEIR 
ACTIVITIES, WERE TAKEN TO PRISON. 

3. DESPITE VERY LOW KEY IN WHICH STORY WAS PLAYED IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS, EAST BERLIN POPULACE IS WELL AWARE 
OF EVENT DUE TO EXTENSIVE COVERAGE BY WEST GERMAN TV 
AND THERE IS WIDESPREAD SPECULATION HERE ABOUT THE 
DETAILS. THERE ARE MANY RUMORS, NONE VERIFIED, THAT THE 
DISBURBANCES WERE ACCOMPANIED BY SERIOUS VIOLENCE. IT 
IS SAID THAT SEVERAL PEOPLE WERE KILLED - THE FIGURE 
USED RUNS FROM THREE TO NINE - AND THAT MANY MORE WERE 
SEVERELY INJURED. 

4. SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE EMBASSY STAFF WERE IN OR NEAR 
ALEXANDER PLATZ DURING THE APPROXIMATE TIME OF THE INCIDENT 
BUT OBSERVED NO DISTURBANCES. THE AREA WAS FILLED WITH 
LATE EVENING STROLLERS AND THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THE 
OUTDOOR FESTIVAL, AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE INCIDENT MUST 
HAVE BEEN RESTRICTED TO A SMALL AREA. EYE WITNESS 
OBSERVERS OF THE INCIDENT WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED AGREE 
THAT VIOLENCE DID BREAK OUT AND THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF 
POLICE WERE BROUGHT IN. THEY ALSO AGREE THAT THE 

PEOPLE DIRECTLY INVOLVED WERE LIMITED TO A HANDFUL, 

WERE APPARENTLY DRUNK AND THAT THE ENTIRE INCIDENT 
APPEARED TO BE UNORGANIZED AND SPONTANEOUS. BOLEN 
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